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• Topic: Scientology and the question of free will 

• Chosen due to interest in cults and their influence on people 

• Attention drawn by well-known members, e.g. Tom Cruise, John 
Travolta 

• Focus on free will, social control, and conformity 

• Relevant as it promotes critical thinking and awareness of 
manipulation 

• Aim: to create a clear and engaging podcast for teenagers 

Presentation of Topic and Aim



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES



THE SETUP





EPISODE ONE: THE IMAGE AND IDEOLOGY











EPISODE TWO: THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE



Critics = criminals



Leah Remini



• "...for me, it was when I was in the hole. The hole is the place 

where people at the international base were kept 24/7 under 

guard. There was a big conference room that had a big table in it 

and the carpet there was industrial strength carpet and people, 

myself included, were made to crawl around on their hands and 

knees around this big table and eventually your hands become 

bloodied and your knees become bloodied and the next day you’re 

doing it again, so it never really heals. I still have a little 

scar on my left knee from doing that."

Mike Rinder



• "….practicing Scientology on kids is child abuse. All of it. The touch 
therapy, the endless interrogations--of a sexual nature--while strapped to 
a very unsafe lie detector, the time wasted not doing things kids should 
be doing while they're kids, the unreasonable expectations, and all the 
rest--it's all child abuse. BUT, all of the cadets (child clergy) and any 
other clergy member that happened to be a minor--all of us--were 
definitely trafficked. They drove us in buses from where we lived to where 
we worked, and very occasionally to and from school. They chose where 
we lived. They determined which jobs we would have to do and how late 
we had to work. I don't remember ever volunteering to do hotel laundry 
for 12 hours a day, or ever asking to live in a roach infested dorm with 15 
other kids--though I do remember being coerced in to signing a 1 billion 
year contract at age 8. BUT CHILDREN CAN'T CONSENT!"



EPISODE THREE: THE ILLUSION OF CHOICE





“Self-confidence is self-determinism. One’s 
belief in one’s ability to determine his own 
course.”
— L. Ron Hubbard



(Carolan, 2003)



(What Has Been the Church’s Role in Protecting Free Speech and Intellectual Property Rights on the Internet?, n.d.)



(OMNIA Q a the Right to Leave, 2021)



(Augustine, 2024)



• We explored Scientology and free will through a 3-episode podcast 

• We found evidence of strong structure, influence, and possible 
control within the organisation 

• Recommendation: keep structure simple and start with strong, 
reliable research 

CONCLUSION



• We successfully created an informative podcast and achieved our 
main goal 

• We improved research, teamwork, and communication skills 

• Main difficulty was organising and simplifying information 

• Despite small issues, the final result improved a lot from episode to 
episode 

• Overall, we are satisfied with the project and what we learned 

• Next time, we would plan better and focus on fewer ideas for clearer 
results 

SELF-EVALUATION
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